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INTENSIVE STUDIES – CURRICULUM FOR CE2, CM1 and CM2

Through the course of the initial years of primary school, the mastery of the French language as well as of 
the principal elements of mathematics is the main objective of CE2 and CM1. However, all types of lessons 
contribute towards the creation of a common pedestal of knowledge and abilities.                   
Comprehension and expression by means of an animated language are equally important objectives.       
Independence and personal initiative, necessary for academic success, are progressively implemented in 
all spheres of activity and enable each student to gain self-confidence and efficiency. 
Resorting to TICE (Information and Communication Technology for Education) becomes the norm in the 
field of computer training and the Internet.
The students are prepared to continue to benefit from learning different disciplines in middle school.              
The school’s plans allow for interaction with the middle school in order to facilitate a better educational 
reception for the students.                                                                                                                       
The teaching of French and Mathematics aims at progress throughout the academic year, linked to the 
present curriculum.

FRENCH

Enabling all the students to master oral and written French precisely and clearly, calls for the teaching of 
French and also all the disciplines: the Sciences, Mathematics, History, Geography, Physical Education and 
Art. 
Progress in the mastery of French takes place according to a curriculum consisting of reading and writing, 
vocabulary, grammar, and spelling. The literature curriculum facilitates the students’ independence in 
reading and writing. 
The study of the French language (vocabulary, grammar, spelling) gives rise to specific sessions and 
activities. It is conducted by highlighting the links between expression, comprehension and correction.                                                                                                                            
Handwriting is practised daily, so that it becomes more and more regular, rapid and neat. In terms of 
academic work, the students develop the constant concern of presenting their assignments in an orderly, 
clear and neat manner, eventually having access to a word-processing package.                               
Dependence on a good quality handbook for each part of the teaching of French is a guarantee for 
success. The overall knowledge acquired in French contributes towards the creation of a common culture 
amongst the students. 

1 – Spoken language    

The student is capable of listening to the teacher, asking questions, expressing his point of view and his 
feelings. He trains himself to speak in front of other students in order to reformulate, summarize, narrate, 
describe, rationalize, put forth an argument. 
During varied exchanges, he learns to take into account others’ points of view, use precise and standard 
vocabulary, formulate his words according to his audience and his purpose.                                                 
Regular recitation work (memorization and diction) is conducted with prose and poetry.                               
The teacher’s main focus in all academic activities is on the quality of spoken language. 

2 – Reading, writing

Reading and writing are systematically linked : they are part of daily exercises, not only in French, but 
also in all spheres of teaching. 
The study of texts, particularly literary ones, aims at developing comprehension abilities, and at sustaining 
training in independent writing.                                                                                                       
Reading 
Reading continues to remain the aim of systematic training :  
- automatically recognizing words, fluently reading uncommon words, increasing  the speed and efficiency 
of silent reading ;  
- understanding sentences ; 
- understanding academic texts (terms of problems, instructions, lessons and handbook exercises) ; 
- understanding informative and documentary texts ; 
- understanding literary texts (narratives, descriptions, dialogues, poems).
The student learns to understand the meaning of a text by summarizing it and answering questions 
related to it.                                                                                                                                                       
This comprehension relies on the identification of the main elements of the text (for example, the subject 
of a documentary text, the characters and events of a narrative), and also on an accurate analysis. This 
mainly consists of the observation of the distinctive traits which give the text its coherence: title, 
organisation of sentences and paragraphs, the role of punctuation and connecting words, use of pronouns, 
tenses, vocabulary lists. 
Literature
The literature curriculum aims at giving each student a list of references suitable for his age, drawn from 
heritage and past and present youth literature; in this way it contributes to the creation of a common 
literary culture. Every year, the students read in entirety works belonging to different genres like childhood 
classics and bibliography of youth literature that the Minister of National Education publishes regularly. 
These readings are conducted with the aim of exposing the student to the pleasure of reading.
The students become aware of their reading, express their reactions or points of view and discuss topics 
amongst themselves, establish connections between texts (authors, themes, feelings expressed, 
characters, events, temporal or spatial situations, comic or tragic nature...). Varied interpretations are 
always related to the elements of the text which facilitate them or, conversely, make them impossible.                                                                                                    
Writing 
Writing texts is the subject of regular and progressive training: it is a priority of intensive studies. The 
children learn how to narrate real events, describe, explain reasoning, justify an answer, make up stories, 
summarize narratives, write a poem, while respecting the guidelines of composition and writing. They are 
trained to write, correct, and improve their productions, while using learnt vocabulary, their knowledge of 
grammar and spelling as well as using the available tools (handbooks, dictionaries, lists etc.).

3 – Studying the French language

Vocabulary
The acquisition of vocabulary increases the student’s ability to find his way about the world that surrounds 
him, to put his experiences, opinions and feelings into words, to understand what he listens to and reads, 
and to express himself accurately and correctly through oral and written mediums. 
The extent and structure of the students’ vocabulary is the subject of specific sessions and activities, 
notably from intentionally selected textual aids; the discovery, the memorization and the use of new words 
accompanies the study of the relation between words and their meanings. 
On one hand this study rests on the relation of meanings (synonyms, antonyms, polysemia, regrouping 
words on generic terms, identification of registers), on the other hand, on relations which simultaneously 
concern form and meaning (words of the same origin). It also rests on the grammatical identification of 
types of words. The use of a dictionary, in written or digital form, is consistent.
All the spheres of teaching contribute towards the development and accuracy of the students’ vocabulary. 
The use of vocabulary in all academic activities is carefully monitored by the teacher.                                                                                                                       
Grammar
The teaching of grammar aims at favouring comprehension of read and heard texts, improving expression 
to make it as accurate as possible, syntactic and spelling corrections. It is almost exclusively about basic 
sentences: complex sentences are not tackled until Year 6.
The student progressively acquires grammatical vocabulary which relates to learnt material and mobilizes 
his knowledge of written activities. 
Sentences
- Knowledge and relevant use of declarations, interrogations, injunctions and exclamations, the affirmative 
and the negative                                                                                                                                       
- Identification of the difference between the active and the passive.                                                             
– Appropriate use of ordinary punctuation marks. 
Types of words
- Identification of the following words according to their type: verbs, nouns, determinants (definite and 
indefinite articles, possessive, demonstrative, interrogative determinants), qualifying adjectives, pronouns 
(personal, possessive, relative, demonstrative and interrogative), adverbs, prepositions. 
- Appropriate use of pronominal substitution, as well as conjunctions of co-ordination and other connecting 
words (adverbs).
The functions of words
- Identification of the verb, the subject (proper noun, nominal group or pronoun), and the complements of 
verbs: direct or indirect object, and secondly, adverbial phrases (of place, time). 
- Understanding the concept of circumstances.
- Identification of the predicative subject.
- Identification of the elements of the nominal group and their functions: determinant, qualifying 
attributive adjective, complements of nouns, clauses.
The verb
- Knowledge of vocabulary related to the comprehension of conjugations.
- Identification of the indicative simple tense and compound tense in a text, and comprehension of their 
rules of formation. 






